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ABOUT ME

Gopika Lal is an interior design graduate from TAFE Design Centre Enmore, known for her hands-
on approach and thoughtful design process. She is passionate about every stage of interior design
from the first concept sketch to the final styling bringing care, curiosity, and creativity into every detail.
Her work is shaped by a strong cultural perspective and a deep respect for place. Gopika draws on her
knowledge of existing traditions and architectural styles, ensuring her designs are responsive to the his-
tory, character, and heritage of both residential and commercial buildings. Whether designing with-
in a heritage context or creating something new, she blends sensitivity with a distinctive contemporary touch.
Gopika has a particular love for natural light, openness, and natural palettes. Her design language often pairs
minimal, modern aesthetics with personal and cultural layers that reflect the people behind the space. Us-
ing tools like Revit, Photoshop, SketchUp and InDesign, she brings her ideas to life with clarity and precision.
With each project, Gopika aims to create interiors that are not only beautiful and functional but also grounded in
context, emotion and meaning. She is committed to designing spaces that feel personal, respectful, and timeless.
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CONTACT

EMAIL - lalgopikad@gmail.com
LOGATION - North Rocks, NSW

INSTAGRAM - @gopikala.ol
LINKEDIN - www_linkedin.com/in/gopikalal
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The concept for the Boutique Hotel is inspired by Australia’s diverse landscape,
inviting guests on a journey of discovery through space and place. The de-
sign reflects the natural beauty and cultural richness of the land, creating an im-
mersive experience that connects visitors with local stories and environments.

The guest rooms are based on the Compass theme, representing the four car-
dinal directions of Australia: north, south, east, and west. Each room captures
the unique characteristics of its region through carefully selected materials, co-
lours, and textures, celebrating the country’s varied landscapes. The bar is in-
spired by the seasons of Australia, with interiors and menus that evolve to re-
flect the natural cycles and climate changes throughout the year. This dynamic
space offers guests a fresh and engaging experience, emphasizing sustainabili-
ty, local produce, and a welcoming atmosphere rooted in nature and community.

The Tempe project transforms a heritage listed building into a vibrant boutique hotel that cele-
brates the artistic and diverse culture of Sydney’s Inner West. The design thoughtfully blends con-
temporary style with local character, using sustainable materials and supporting Australian artists
and makers. Each space from the lobby and guest rooms to the bar is curated to evoke warmth,
creativity, and a strong sense of identity, offering creative travellers an inspiring, authentic stay.
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DESIGN PROGESS

This project began with observing the Australian land-
scape — a meeting of nature’s curves and human-made
lines. | explored this contrast through sketches and ma-
terial studies, blending organic textures with geomet-
ric forms. Natural materials like stone and timber were
paired with concrete and steel, creating tension and bal-
ance. The design evolved through testing light, layout,
and form, aiming to create interiors that feel both raw
and refined, grounded in place and shaped by contrast.
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Tempe features flat terrain aleng Cooks Riv
with restored wetlands, native flora like saltk
and swamp oaks, and diverse fauna includin
waterbirds, fish, possums, and reptiles in ¢
urban-natural landscape.

838-840 Princes Hwy,
Terpe NSW 2044
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- Wayfarer Hotel offers more than just a room
we provide an experience. Guests enjoy
= ~ thoughtfully designed rooms inspired by the
) AN Australian landscape, with comfortable beds, eco-
i A TS friendly amenities, and local art. Our seasonal bar
o serves drinks and dishes made with local
e il ingredients. The hotel features communal lounge
fr—= areas, bike hire, a small gallery space, and curated
(M) ‘walking guides to explore the Inner \West. We
\ // also host workshops and pop-ups with local makers
SN and artists. Friendly staff are always here to
e Y | help, share stories, and make your stay feel
B relaxed, creative, and connected to the local
2 Community. -

DENTITY

Woayfarer Hotel is a boutique stay that
celebrates Australia's land, people, and stories.
Located in Sydney’s Inner West, we blend local
culture, sustainable design, and creative spirit.

Every space in the hotel reflects a part of
Australia’s landscape and history from the
rooms to the bar and shared areas. We support
local artists, use ethical materials, and aim to
create a warm, welcoming space for curious
travellers. Wayfarer is not just a place to sleep
it's a place to feel connected, inspired, and part
of something bigger. We are proud to be rooted
in Community and country. L

PEOPLE

Wayfarer is for young professionals, creatives,
design lovers, and eco-friendly travellers who
want more than just a hotel room. Our staff
are locals who understand the Inner \West and
care about art, culture, and the environment.

We work with local makers, First Nations
artists, and ethical suppliers to make sure the
hotel feels true to the community. We also team
up with nearby cafes, galleries, and small

businesses that share our values.

fore e e o

bE|
Wayfarer's content tells a story of ® B Ly
sustainability, creativity, and respect for culture. o4
Messaging highlights local artistry, the spirit of _ t
discovery, and connection to the Inner West and - A
Indigenous heritage. Each room has a guidebook Y

written by a local writer, sharing hidden gems
and stories of the area. Guests can join art
tours or listen to podcasts by the artists
featured in the hotel. In the lobby store, we
offer locally made goods like ceramic mugs,
essential oils, artisan blankets, beautiful books,
and print sletting guests take a piece of
Wayfarer home with them.
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. BEDROOM 1

. BEDROOM 2

. BEDROOM 3

. BEDROOM 4

. BEDROOM 5

. BEDROOM 6

. VIOD

. SOCIAL SPACE
. BALCONY
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REDFERN
CAFE

The Redfern project involves the adaptive reuse of an existing warehouse, focusing
on the design of a cafe, lobby, and new stair. The objective is to create vibrant, function-
al spaces that respect the building’s heritage while introducing contemporary elements.
The cafe will activate the street frontage, the lobby will offer a welcoming entry experience,
and the stair will act as a central sculptural feature, connecting the ground and upper lev-
els. The design will explore materiality, movement, and light to enhance user experience,
with all interventions responding sensitively to the building’s history and urban context.

Qptha lal

.GONGEPT DEVELOPMENT

The inspiration for my design came from a ladder. | visited a cafe where the timber
ceiling looked like a ladder, and it immediately connected with the historical and
industrial feel of the Redfern building. This idea gave me a creative direction for
the space. | decided to use the form of a ladder to guide the layout and choice of
materials, bringing in timber slats and metal details to create a sense of vertical
movement and connection. The staircase will be a standout feature, using raw, in-
dustrial materials with modern touches to highlight it as a key element in the design.

These are my early sketch ideas for the concept model. | explored the lad-
der’'s simple, vertical shape and its repeated elements to influence the de-
sign. The sketches focus on capturing lightness, movement, and strength, while
keeping a minimal and industrial look. The ladder idea ties the entire space to-
gether in a way that feels natural and connected to the building’s history.
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LEGENDS

1. Unfinished white
brick wall

2.Teak wood

3.Black concrete

4. Wall finish limewash
5. French oak

6. Concrete
7 Leather
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Redesign a Mid-Century Modern home for a fashion photographer, preserving its original
character while aligning with the client’s creative vision. Signature MCM elements like clean
lines, timber joinery, open-plan flow, and floor-to-ceiling glazing are retained and enhanced
to maximise natural light and strengthen the indoor-outdoor connection. Inspired by the cli-
ent’s work, which often explores the relationship between humans and nature through black-
and-white composition, the design embraces a timeless style. The interior palette balanc-
es warm, natural textures with high-contrast moments, allowing the photographer’s refined,
monochromatic imagery to be integrated into the interiors as both inspiration and artwork.

Qptha lal

.GONGEPT DEVELOPMENT

The concept is inspired by the camera a tool for capturing moments and the time-
less features of Mid-Century Modern (MCM) design. Like a camera frame, the layout
creates clear views, strong lines, and focused spaces. It reflects how a photogra-
pher sees the world: through light, shadow, and thoughtful composition. The home
balances function and beauty, using open spaces, natural materials, and a simple,
elegant structure. It blends work and living needs while respecting the original MCM
style. Large windows and sliding doors connect the indoors to the outdoors, allowing
natural light, fresh air, and garden views to become part of daily life. This design is not
driven by trends. It is calm, grounded, and timeless a space that grows with its own-
er, supports creativity, and stays connected to nature, history, and the art of seeing.
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DESIGN PROGESS

This design draws inspiration from the timeless ele-
gance of Mid-Century Modern (MCM) style and the
structured geometry of a vintage camera. Clean lines,
simple forms, and bold curves shape the layout, reflect-
ing the way a camera frames a moment in time. Just
like MCM design, which balances function and beau-
ty, the concept captures focus, clarity, and flow guiding
how people experience and move through the space
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. BEDROOM
. KITCHEN

. DINING

. BATH/LDRY
. LIVING

. OUTDOOR AREA
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. BEDROOM

. KITCHEN

. DINING

. MASTER BATHROOM

LIVING

.OUTDOOR AREA
. WORK SPACE
. LAUNDRY




2. BATHROOM
3. WARDROBE
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LLOOMOOLOO

This project involved converting an empty warehouse shell in Woolloomooloo, Sydney, into a
calm and functional home for a fashion agent. The design focuses on wellness and creativity, pro-
viding a private sanctuary that balances relaxation with professional requirements. Key features
include dedicated spaces for yoga, meditation, reading, and quick vegan meal preparation. A
flexible work and showroom area supports client meetings, sample storage, and consulting. The
interior incorporates soft ambient lighting, integrated artwork, and natural, tactile materials to cre-
ate a grounded, peaceful environment that supports both personal retreat and productive work.

Qptha lal

.GONGEPT DEVELOPMENT

The conceptforthis projectis Tree, inspired by the contrastbetweenthetallwarehouse
building in Woolloomooloo and a single tree growing nearby. This quiet yet powerful
moment led to the idea of bringing the strength, calm, and presence of nature into the
home. The design aims to create a peaceful sanctuary within an urban context for
a fashion agent whose lifestyle is deeply rooted in wellness, yoga, meditation, and
self-care. The tree, as a symbol of growth and grounding, offers a meaningful frame-
work to support the client’s physical and emotional wellbeing. The spatial planning
reflects the tree’s natural structure, with vertical, horizontal, and organic movement
guiding the flow of the home. Each level is designed to suit a different mode of living.
Level 1: Public — social space for relaxation and entertaining. Level 2: Work — flexible
studio and fashion showroom. Level 3: Private — quiet retreat for rest and reflection.
Natural materials, earthy textures, and soft lighting contribute to a layered, nurturing
interior that brings nature indoors offering stillness, strength, and space to grow.
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DESIGN PROGESS

The design is inspired by the form and presence of a
tree, ts grounded trunk, expansive branches, and lay-
ered structure. This natural hierarchy informed both
the vertical and horizontal circulation of the home. Like
a tree, the space grows upward with purpose: from a
grounded, open base for social connection, to elevat-
ed branches that host work and retreat spaces. Vertical
circulation mimics the upward growth of a trunk, con-
necting the levels through a central spine, while hori-
zontal movement flows organically like branches reach-
ing outward, allowing each area to unfold naturally.
This spatial rhythm creates a harmonious balance be-
tween movement and stillness, openness and privacy.
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X bt The design is based on the elements of nature, linking the kitchen, bathroom,
D and staircase through Earth, Water, and Air. The kitchen is grounded in the ele-

ment of Earth, using natural materials like timber, stone, and terracotta to create
a warm, tactile space. This design prioritises functionality and connection, offer-
ing a calm and welcoming environment for daily family life. The earthy tones and
textures bring a sense of stability and comfort, making the kitchen the heart of the
home. Inspired by the fluidity and calm of water, the bathroom features smooth
11 curves and soft finishes. Materials such as tadelakt, stone, and glass evoke a spa-
| like atmosphere that invites relaxation and renewal. Gentle lighting and organic

it forms work together to create a peaceful sanctuary where the body and mind can
el unwind.The staircase embodies the lightness of air. Floating timber steps paired

e | with glass balustrades allow natural light to flow freely between levels. The open,
(| &t minimalist structure connects the floors without interruption, creating a gentle and
. airy transition that enhances the home’s overall sense of space and movement.

The brief was to renovate a Park Rd family home by adding a new kitchen, bathroom, and stair-
case, delivered in three stages to accommodate the client’s busy lifestyle. The environmentally
conscious couple requested ethically sourced, sustainable, and low-VOC materials due to per-
sonal values and their child’s health sensitivities. A key design goal was to create a more open
and airy feel throughout the home, enhancing natural light and ventilation. Each space needed
to be functionally and visually connected to improve flow and cohesion. The project reflects
a balance of practical family living, sustainability, and a warm, inviting interior atmosphere.
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Legend

1. Kitchen Benchtop
2. Wall Finish

3. Floor Finish

4. Tape ware

5. Joinery Laminate
6. Splashback




GLASS BALUSTRADE

LS
===
e
=——=1
§ o 250x50 FLOATING
ji TIMBER STEP
[ ]
@
®
s
2500
t / b

PARK RD HOUSE

PARK RD HOUSE

Legend

1. Wall Finish

2. Wall Paint

3. Floor Finish

4. Handralil

5. Stair tread

6. Satir wall/Floor
7.Balustrade
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1. Wall Finish/Floor
2. Wall Finish

3. Porcelain

4. Tape ware

5. Laminate

6. Basin

7.Ceiling Finish
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